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Een drieluik van
eilandstudies:
verleden, heden en
toekomst
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(Verre) Verleden

Monsters, mythische wezens, sirenen, zondvloed

Sicilié

Foto’s Hannie de Visser




Polyphemos
(Gr. lett. Very-famous)

Eénogige reus, leider van de Kyklopen, leeft in een grot op het eiland Thrinacia
(Od. 1. 69, ix. 383, &c.)




Boccaccio:

........ when they discovered the entrance to a
cavern. ......... As they walked through the cave,
opposite the entrance they saw a seated man of
massive size, from whom the terrified men
suddenly took flight and left the cave. They came
down into town back the way they came, telling
everyone what they had seen.

Athanasius Kircher (1601-1680):
The very distinguished Marquis [Carlo di Ventimiglia] added
that several caves of this kind are found in Sicily, and while
admiring similar caves ignorant peasants find likenesses of
bones produced by the force of Nature, and persuade not
just themselves that they are the enormous bones of giants,
but also others Boccaccio
(1313-1375)

......... the stone bones, which even now are on display in our
Museum, and because of which | have always believed them to be
the work of Nature alone.
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Benedetto Bordone van Padua
(1528):

geillustreerde gids voor zeelui.
Beschrijft afzettingen met
fossielen op de eilanden



Eilanden —van der Geer
Een heuvel bij Kyrenia (“Zyrenes "),geheel bestaande uit botten van

dieren en mensen. De dorpelingen maken er een medicinaal poeder
van.
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Wellicht dezelfde als de resten van de 300 Maronieten (Syrische Oosters-
orthodoxe kerk), die gevlucht waren maar te pletter sloegen op Cyprus’
woeste kust. Lokale naam: Agioi Fanentes (de Geopenbaarde Heiligen).



De versteende resten van de Heilige Fanourios:
vermalen tot medicijn
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Benedetto Bordone (1528): “Whosoever is stricken by fever, and drinks a little
of the powder scraped from these bones, has no sooner drunk than he is
free from fever



a, Monte Grifone. ¢, Plain of Palermo.
b, Cave of San Ciro, d, Bay of Palermo®.




Ook mythe van reuzen op Malta, de bouwers
van de megalithische tempels, ontmanteld:
Elephas mnaidrae Leith Adams 1870

(later: Elephas mnaidriensis Leith Adams 1874)

¥ L3 . 3 v
- IS 22 L cadiah S
. : . "‘y'_-_ 1 ll:".é - et
& 1] & A j' T b ¥y uis

Originelen in Ghar Dalam Museum, Malta




Ondertussen in Engeland:

1839. Narrative of the surveying voyages of His Majesty's
Ships Adventure and Beagle. London: Henry Colburn.

1859. On the Origin of Species. London: John Murray.

De unieke eilandfaunas stimuleerden zijn ideeén over de
evolutie

Phymouth

AZores
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Cocos
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king George's
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Galapagos: reuzenschildpadden, ratten, vinken (Darwin vinken), leguanen,...

> 400 kg, 1,8 meter






