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Plato Academy -
Paths to Knowledge

The underlying purpose of this project is to create links between the
present day and the spirit and significance of the Academy of Plato as
a place of research and learning, a place where not only philosophers,
orators and politicians, but also ordinary members of the public,

came together to learn, to debate, to reason and to explore new ideas.
The intention is to make this a place for discussion of the problems

of our own age, a place dedicated not only to knowledge and political
thought, but also to the development of the personality and the
encouragement of active citizenship. At the same time the project also
seeks to highlight local history and its importance to the present day,
while showcasing the archaeological site and laying out specially
planned itineraries or ‘trails’ dedicated to the approach of knowledge
and the cultivation of contemporary citizenship. The Athens of Plato
and Aristotle, of the Academy and the Lyceum — this is a city which
seeks to combine thought and action, theory and practice.

The project is organized around two distinctive and complementary
thematic areas:

» Development of knowledge and innovative ideas

« The Citizen and Society
and is co-funded by the European Union (European Social Fund)
and from national resources through the Operational Programme
“Education and Lifelong Learning” (Greece, NSRF 2007 - 2013).

The specific objectives of the project involve:
« highlighting the history of Athens and forging links between
that history and the life of the contemporary city;



promoting the value of the humanities and emphasizing their
importance in our national development;
demonstrating the power of the past in creating our future.

The project will seek among others:

To familiarize schoolchildren and adults with the discipline

of philosophy — as a means of developing their ability

to think critically, of cultivating the personality and of playing
an active part in social and cultural life;

To promote philosophy and philosophical debate as a means
of clarifying significant issues facing the contemporary world;
To provide further education for graduates of our
philosophical schools, and life-long learning for adult citizens,
in the area of the humanities, with particular emphasis on
ethics, political philosophy, the philosophy of art and science,
the social sciences, law, history and language;

To assist foreign postgraduate students, doctoral candidates
and post-doctoral researchers wishing to conduct research

at postgraduate, doctoral or post-doctoral level in Greece;

To assist in the development of joint actions, exchanges

and collaborations between Greek and foreign educational
institutions;

To exploit alternative methods of learning based on academic
and educational programmes in the arts and involving

the active participation of the students.

The project is a joint initiative by a number of institutions namely
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, the Onassis
Cultural Centre of the Alexander S.Onassis Foundation,

the Foundation of the Hellenic World and the Foundation for Youth
and Lifelong Learning.



Programme of research grants

and educational scholarships

(2012 - 2015)

This programme is intended to support foreign postgraduate
students, Ph.D. candidates and post-doctoral researchers (Ph.D.
holders) wishing to attend courses or conduct research at doctoral or
post-doctoral level in Greece, particularly in the following disciplines:
philology (classical — modern Greek), linguistics, history (ancient or
modern), history of art, archaeology, philosophy, political science,
social theory and sociology, international and European studies,
visual arts, theatre, arts management, museum studies. It aims

at promoting Greek language, history and culture abroad, thereby
creating and encouraging ties of friendship and cooperation between
members of the foreign academic community and their Greek
counterparts.

The programme is open to a) Persons of non Greek descent,

b) Persons of Greek descent or nationality (second generation

and on) who have obtained a degree outside of Greece and are
permanently residing outside of Greece for more than fifteen years,
¢) Greeks — to be considered only in the event that there are
insufficient candidates in categories ‘a’ and ‘b’ above to match

the number of scholarships available, d) Non-Greek post-doctoral
researchers.

During the 3 years of the programme’s operation, 6 research grants
and 30 educational scholarships have been awarded.

The selection of scholarships or research grant recipients is based
on the positive reviews of the Academic Advisors Committees

of the Alexander S. Onassis Foundation and is validated by the
Foundation's Board of Directors as well as the Onassis Alexander
S. Onassis Foundation Cultural Centre Non —Profit Organization.
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Her academic interests

include the analysis of ancient
ceramic materials (Classical
and Hellenistic pottery),

archaeology of funerary

practices (with particular

interest to child-related rites
and goods), history of

ancient toys and games.

Barbara Care was born in Italy. She received
her B.A., M.A. and "Diploma di
Specializzazione" in Classical Archaeology

at the University of Turin, where she earned
her PhD devoted to the study of archaeological
evidence and material culture related to the
Greek site of Francavilla, Sicily (2008).

Her academic qualifications include also

a certificate in Archaeological Land Surveying,
received from the Polytechnic University

of Turin (2004). From 2007 to 2011 she has
been engaged in the international research
project “L'enfant et la mort dans I'Antiquité:
des pratiques funéraires aux identités sociales”,
promoted by the ANR, as member of the
Equipe partenaire n °1 directed by Prof.

A. Hermary, Aix-Marseille University - Centre
Camille Jullian. From 2010 to 2011 she was
Project Supervisor of the research project
“Museo e Area Archeologica di Locri Epizefin”,
conducted by the University of Turin in
collaboration with the Archaeological
Superintendence of Calabria and intended

for field activities in the Greek colony of Locri
Epizefiri. In 2013 she has been awarded a grant
by the Alexander S. Onassis Public Benefit
Foundation, within the framework of 18th
Foreigners’ Fellowships Programme. Currently
she is a Post Doctoral Researcher and “Cultore”
of Classical Archaeology at the University of
Turin. As member of the excavation and
research team led by the Chair of Classical
Archaeology, she is engaged as Archaeological
Fieldwork Supervisor in excavations on Greek
sites in Sicily and Magna Graecia as well as in
Roman sites in Northern ltaly; she has been
entrusted with the study of different categories



of finds for the forthcoming publications. She is
also collaborating with the University of Milan
for contributing in the Lexicon of Ancient
Ludonyms and Ludic Activities.

Title of Research Project
Messages from the grave: on the role
of astragali within Greek funerary contexts.

Summary of Research Project

Her research concerns the occurrence of
astragali— small bones from the hind legs

of mammals known to have been used as
pieces in many ancient games — and aims

at investigating their use as grave offerings

in Greek funerary contexts. The study focuses
on the integration of the different kinds

of traditional sources - namely textual and
iconographical materials - with a systematic
and contextual analysis of archaeological
records, normally neglected in the debate
concerning this topic. Focal point of discussion
is verifying the traditional reading, widely
reproduced in archaeological literature, that still
interprets these items as pertaining to children
material culture and usually leads to
considering them a priori as funerary offerings
conceived for youngsters (deposited as
memories of a game appreciated by the child
during life or for amusement in the afterlife).
This study is part of a wider project aimed to
shed light on actual purposes of knucklebones
and ritual behaviours involving these materials
in the ancient Greek world (focusing even on
sacred contexts). Her research includes also
the analysis of bone materials and astragali
metal replicas.
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Publications:

Le symbolisme des astragales, in V.
Dasen, U. Schadler (eds.), Jeux et
jouets gréco-romains, Archéothéma,
31, 2013: 58.

Knucklebones from the Greek
Necropolis of Locri Epizefiri,
Southern Italy (VI-1ll century BC).
Typological and Functional Analysis,
in F. Lang (ed.), The Sound of
Bones. Proceedings of the 8th
Meeting of the Worked Bone
Research Group (Salzburg, August
29 — September 3, 2011),
ARCHAEOPIus. Schriften zur
Arché&ologie und Archdometrie an der
Paris Lodron-Universitat Salzburg, 5,
Salzburg, 2013: 87-100.

L'astragalo in tomba nel mondo
greco: un indicatore infantile? Vecchi
problemi e nuove osservazioni a
proposito di un aspetto del costume
funerario, in A. Hermary, C. Dubois
(eds.), Lenfant et la mort dans
l'antiquité Ill. Le matériel associé aux
fombes d’enfants. Actes du Colloque
EMA, BIAMA, 12, 2012: 403-416.

Astragali e conchiglie nella
dimensione del sacro: dal contesto
archeologico al sistema rituale, in D.
Elia, V. Meirano (eds.), Locri Epizefiri
VI, in preparation.

La ceramica dal santuario, in U.
Spigo et Alii (eds.), Francavilla di
Sicilia. Lanonimo centro di eta greca.
Larea archeologica e I'’Antiquarium,
Soveria Mannelli, 2008, 115-124.

Ceramica Comune, in M. Barra
Bagnasco (ed.), Da Terravecchia di
Grammichele a Occhiola.
Archeologia di un insediamento della
Sicilia centro-orientale: campagne di
scavo 2000-2001, Alessandria, 2006,
257-273.

| materiali dal santuario: la ceramica
a vernice nera, in D. Elia, V. Meirano
(eds.), Locri Epizefiri VII, in
preparation.
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Ada Caruso was born in Cosenza (Italy).
She received her B.A.in Classical Philology
in 1999 from La Sapienza University summa
cum laude as well as a Postgraduate
Diploma of Specialization in Classical
Archaeology in 2005. She holds a PhD

in Classical Archaeology (University La
Sapienza of Rome, 2010); and had several
Post — PhDpositions between 2011-2013
(Italian Archaeological School of Athens;
DAINST of Rome; Norwegian Institute of
Athens).Thanks to an interdisciplinary
approach, she faces complex archaeological
and historical problems along several
centuries, dealing with heterogeneous

Her main research topographical and architectural contexts.

In the last period she examined subjects
interest is on Greek quite neglected, like the topography, the
architecture, the archeological context of
archaeology and the Greek mouseia; the cultural context and
location of Pythagoras’ school in Magna
Graecia; the location of the Alexandrian
mouseion; the archaeology of Hellenistic
philosophical schools.

relationship between

intellectual activities and

architecture from Classical
Title of Research Project

age till Late Antiquity. Lecturing in Athens. An Architectural and
Typological Investigation of the Buildings
of the Second Sophistic Age.

Summary of Research Project

More specifically, Ada Caruso is aiming

at identifying the venues which would most
likely have been used for activities, such

as lessons and conferences, during the so-
called ‘Second Sophistic era’ in Athens.

The examination started from written
testimonia, such as the rhetoricians Himerius,



Books:

Akademia. Archeologia di
unascuolafilosofica ad Atene da Platone a
Proclo, SATAA 6, Atene-Paestum 2013
(ISBN: 978-88-87744-49-1).

Mouseion. Contesti, strutture,
significaticulturali di un’istituzione sacra.
Awarded“Premio 2013 per 'Archeologia -
LErmadi Bretschneider” (in press).

Articles peer reviewed

Il giardino di Teofrasto. Inquadramento
fopografico della scuola peripatetica di

loro modello di citta (Thiasos, Rivista di
Archeologia e ArchitetturaAntica), Roma
2014:197-216.

Mouseiapitagorici in Magna Grecia:
questioni topografiche e culturali, in R.

sulla polis achea e il suo territorio” (Atti e

V 2011) Roma 2014: 529-553.

Classica 62, 2011: 77-126.

Book chapters

Le biblioteche come centri di cultura nel
mondi greco, in R. Meneghini — R. Rea (a
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Atene trail IV eil lll sec. a.C., in L. Calio, E.
Lippolis, V. Parisi (a cura di), Gli Ateniesi e il

Spadea (a cura di), “Kroton, Studi e ricerche

Memorie della Societa Magna Grecia, s. IV,

Ipotesi di ragionamento sulla localizzazione
del Mouseion di Alessandria, in Archeologia

cura di), Le biblioteche nel mondo antico,
Catalogo della Mostra-Roma, Colosseo,
Febbraio-Settembre 2014, Milano: 61-81.

Acaia, in E. Lippolis, M. Livadiotti, G. Rocco,
Architettura Greca: storia € monumenti del
mondo della polis, dalle origini al V sec.
a.C., vol. I, Milano 2007: 630.

Sicionia, in E. Lippolis, M. Livadiotti, G.
Rocco, Architettura Greca: storia e
monumenti del mondo della polis, dalle
origini al V sec. a.C., vol. |, Milano 2007:
648-650.

Eolia, in E. Lippolis, M. Livadiotti, G. Rocco,
Architettura Greca: storia € monumenti del
mondo della polis, dalle origini al V sec.
a.C., vol. I, Milano 2007: 724-731.

Smimne, in E. Lippolis, M. Livadiotti, G.
Rocco, Architettura Greca: storia e
monumenti del mondo della polis, dalle
origini al V sec. a.C., vol. |, Milano 2007:
750-754.

Conference Proceedings

(forthcoming) Atleti e fombe a
tegolericurvenella chora metapontinanel IV
sec. a.C. International Conference “Ollusleto
datus est. Architettura, topografia e rituali
funerari nelle necropoli dell’ltalia meridionale
e della Sicilia fra Antichita e Medioevo”
(Reggio Calabria University,

October 22-25th 2013).

Libanius and Themistius, who can provide
interesting indications on the issue, since
they all operated in Athens. Regarding
professorship in particular, further information
can be drawn from Philostratus and
Eunapius’s biographies. Epigraphic texts
are significant sources as well, especially
honorary inscriptions for sophists,
rhetoricians and intellectuals, coming

from various places in the city.

On the basis of such literary and epigraphic
data, she discusses both, the new buildings

constructed for performing intellectual
activities and the buildings already existing,
in order to show how they changed in
accordance with the needs of new cultural
performances. She intends to offer an
overview of the ‘cultural topography’ of
Athens in the period of 1st — 5th ¢. AD,
showing that the venues for intellectual
activities were more numerous than
previously held, as they included other
premises in addition to theatres and odeia.
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Stella Alexiou was born in Larnaca (Cyprus)
in 1985. She received her B.A. in Classical
Studies from the University of Crete (2007)
and her Master of Science in Educational
Research Methods from the University of
Leicester (2008). She is currently a PhD
Candidate at the University of Cyprus under
the supervision of Professor Michalis Pieris.
She worked as a Special Scientist at the
Department of Byzantine and Modern Greek
Studies (Faculty of Letters) at the University
of Cyprus (2011, 2013). She also worked

as a Supervisor at the Research Centre of the
University of Cyprus (2014). She presented
a series of seminars on popular culture

at the Free Zenonean University of Larnaca
(Larnaca — House of Arts) in collaboration
with the University of Cyprus (2013).

Title of Research Project
The poet-reader: Contribution to archival
literary sources of C. P. Cavalfy.

Summary of Research Project

The aim of the above PhD project is to
examine the figure of the poet-reader in
Cavafy’s poetry, which was first introduced
as a term in studies on Cavafy’s

work in 1983 by D. N. Maronitis. Cavafy
was a methodical reader, as it is evident
by his personal library and Dictionary of
Quotations. The research mainly focuses
on the classical, byzantine and medieval
sources that Cavafy read and elaborated
into his poetry. This thesis employs a close
reading method regarding Cavafy’s poetry
in the context of an under-researched archival
material.



And our children’s children will be reading them with the same emotion and warmth
Studying the cavafian poems «The City», «The Trojans» and «Walls», published in
Education Sciences, Edition of the Pedagogical Department of the University of Crete,
2—3/2014, 7 - 23.

On line: http://www.ediamme.edc.uoc.gr/index.php?id=150,0,0,1,0,0

Folk tradition and education: A bridge of Communication in challenges of institutional
changes. The Cypriot case, European Company of Modern Studies (E.C.M.S),
International European Conference with the topic: Continuities, non-continuities, rupture
in the Greek world (1204-2014): economy, society, history, literature: Thessaloniki 2-5
October 2014.

Online: hittp://www.eens.org/?page_id=3593#ziel09-7

The Cypriot folk tradition as a characteristic of the island’s identity: a test on teaching and
action, 4th Panhellenic conference of the department of History and Social Anthropology
of the University of Thessaly and the Centre of historical and folklore Research ‘Apollon’
of Karditsa 'Folk Culture and Education’. Karditsa 19-21 October 2012, ‘. Conference
Notes, 123 — 131, Edited by E. Avdikos — S. Koziou Graphicart, Karditsa (2015).

Folk culture and Childhood: The adult’s role in the context of family and education,
National and Kapodistrian University of Athens Pedagogical Department D.E. — Sector of
Anthropological Studies Laboratory of Social Sciences Conference’s topic: Childhood:
Sociological, Cultural, Historical and Pedagogical dimensions, Athens — Department of
teaching 11-14 April 2013, Conference Notes (in a special digitized cd), 570 — 575.

Stances and beliefs of Cypriot teachers regarding the financial crisis. A qualitative
approach, 12th Pancyprian Conference of the Pedagogical Company of Cyprus ‘The
crisis and the role of Pedagogy: Institution, Values, Society’, Nicosia 8-9 June 2012,
Conference Notes, 454 -468.

Online: hitp://www.pek.org.cy/Proceedings_2012/syxrona_themata.html
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http://www.ediamme.edc.uoc.gr/index.php?id=150,0,0,1,0,0
http://www.eens.org/?page_id=3593%23ziel09-7
http://www.pek.org.cy/Proceedings_2012/syxrona_themata.html
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Helena Dominguez del Triunfo was born in
Spain in 1987. She received her B.A. in History
in 2010 by the Complutense University of
Madrid (Spain). In 2011 she obtained a M.A.

in History and Sciences of Antiquity in
Complutense and Autonomous Universities of
Madrid (Spain). In 2013 she received her M.Sc.
in Physical Anthropology, with specialization

in archaeoloical remains in the Complutense,
Autonomous and Alcala de Henares Universities
(Madrid, Spain). Currently, she is a PhD
candidate in the Department of Ancient History
at the University Complutense of Madrid, in a
co-direction with the National Hellenic Research
Foundation (Greece), where she develops
a project about History and Archaeology

of Greco-Persian relations in Antiquity.
Besides working on her dissertation,
between 2006 and 2012 she has
participated in different archaeological
campaigns both in Spain and abroad
(Greece, Turkmenistan), as well as in
several courses, seminars and conferences
in the field of Ancient Languages, Ancient
History and Archaeology. In 2013 she
received a scholarship for postgraduate
studies by the Alexander S. Onassis Public
Benefit Foundation (2013-2014), a second
one in 2014 within the framework of the
project “Plato Academy-Development of
knowledge and innovative ideas” (2014-
2015) and, recently, another one by La
Caixa Foundation (2015-2017) for PhD
studies in the United States, where she will
continue and finish her dissertation as a
Research Scholar in the University of
Pennsylvania. She has also received other
scholarships for the study of Greek and




German languages. She is fluent in English
and Greek and has a intermediate level in
German and French.

Title of Research Project

The western limits of the Achaemenid Empire.
The northern Aegean during the period

of Persian rule.

Summary of Research Project

Helena Dominguez’s research project deals
with the historical and archaeological study

of the Achaemenid Persian Empire (6th-4th
centuries B. C.), mainly in its expansion and
interaction with the westernmost territories of it.
This empire, based in the present Iran, involved
a crucial change in the History of the Near and
Middle East and the West as it reached
Europe.

The study focuses on the area of northern
Greece (where the Ancient Macedonia and
Thrace were) and the western part of the
present Turkey, where Persian administration
was implanted from the 6th century B. C. Her
intention is to study the social processes of
integration in Antiquity between the Persian
conquerors and the populations of these areas,
where indigenous peoples, kingdoms with
different grades of economic development and
Greek cities settled. These processes can be
studied through ancient sources, epigraphical
testimonies and all kind of archaeological
evidence that can be traced as indicative

of Persian presence; all of this displays features
of interaction, acculturation and hybridity
between local and foreign (oriental) cultures.
Moreover, she intends to research how these Achaemenid Empire at different levels, such as
areas functioned in the sphere of the administrative, social, economical and cultural.

»
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Clara Granger was born in Firminy (France)
in 1988. She is a PhD candidate of Languages,
History and Civilizations of Ancient Worlds

at Lyon Il Lumiere University, attached to
Hisoma laboratory of the Maison de I'Orient
et de la Méditerranée. She holds two M.A.
degrees in History of Art (2010 and 2011).
From 2006 till 2009 she did a License

of History of Art and Archaeology

and a License of Law at Lyon Il Lumiéere
University.

Her thesis is about “Supernatural entities
couple and pairs in Greece during the archaic
period and the classical years.Heracles

and his associated characters in Greek
imagination” under the supervision of Prof.
Nicolas Richer.

From 2012 to 2014, she taught
History of Art (Introduction to Roman
Art, Greek architecture) and Ancient
History (Greek history and litterature)
at Jean Moulin Lyon Il University.

In 2007 she worked in the Musée
d'art et d’industrie in Saint-Etienne
and from 2009 to 2011 in an Auction
House.

Title of Research Project
Supernatural entities couple and pairs
in Greece during the archaic period
and the classical years. Heracles and
his associated characters in Greek
imagination.




Summary of Research Project
The aim of her research is to collect all
of the representations of Heracles

on ceramics between the 8th and

5th century before Christ. There is a
very large amount of depictions since

it is the most represented hero

and figure of the Greek mythology

on the painted vases. Moreover,
Heracles appears on other types of Art,
as on the metopes of the temple of Zeus
at Olympia which will be served

as a comparison.

The mythology concerning this hero

is very diverse and dense and the
figures we encounter are also varied;
gods, goddesses, humans, animals,
monsters. He is almost always
associated with characters who appear
in literary sources (Hesiod, Pausanias,
Plutarch and others) and in iconographic
sources.

The purpose of her thesis is, on the one
hand, to try to find and to understand
the reasons Heracles is frequently
associated with these characters,
especially Athena, Hermeés, Dionysos
and lolaos. And on the other hand

it is to examine why some exploits

of the hero are linked with some others
on both sides of the same vase.

15
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Priit-Hendrik Kaldma was born in Tallinn
(Estonia) in 1985. He studied History
of Culture in the University of Tallinn
(B.A. 2007), History of Art in the University
of Tallinn (M.A. 2010), Anthropology and
History of Archaic Greek Culture in the Ecole
des Hautes Etudes en Sciences Sociales
(M.A. 2012).
In 2012 he started his doctoral studies
of History in the University of Tallinn.
He is fluent in Estonian (mother tongue),
English, French and Greek.
He has worked as an assistant specialist
in the archaeological excavations in the
island of Kos and Athens (2006 — 2007);
as a student tutor and advisor for
different academic assemblies
(2006 —2011); as a trainee in different
Museums of Art and History in Estonia
(2007—2009), in the Musée du Louvre
and Bibliothéque Nationale de France
(2009); and lately as a cultural guide,
teacher and independent translator.

Title of Research Project
The cultic and political formation of
Archaic Attica in the VI century BC.

Summary of Research Project

The topic of his PhD thesis is directly linked
to History, Archaeology, Epigraphy and Art
History of Archaic Athens.

He has investigated the archaeological
sites of Attica and surroundings, studied

at the closed archives and libraries.

His observations concentrated on different
cultural, political and religious aspects

of the VI century BC Peisistratic Athens.



His focus was on research and writing
scientific articles. Two articles have been sent
to editors and another scientific article will be
finished soon. Each of them functions as an
autonomous chapter in his thesis. He has
also found and gathered a very rich material
for further research.

The Dynarmics of the Political
Power in Archaic Athens, in
MUnster Verlag Series, 2015.

L “image archaique de la déesse
Athéna, in prepublication 2015.

The Architectural Modulation
of Archaic Athens and

the Politics of the Peisistratides,
in prepublication 2015.
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Meri Kumbe was born in Tirana (Albania).
She studied piano from the early childhood
and took her diploma in 2003. She continued
her studies in Musicology at the Academy
of Arts of Tirana and concluded them with
a “Gold Medal” for excellence studies.
She received her B.A. in 2009, her M.A. in
Byzantine Musicology and Psaltic Art (2012)
from the Theological School of the Aristotle
University of Thessaloniki. Since March 2012
she is a PhD candidate in Byzantine
Musicology at the National and Kapodistrian
University of Athens.
From 20089 till date Meri Kumbe works as
Lecturer at the University of Arts in Tirana
Albania. She teaches Paleography of music
and History of the musical instruments. She
has participated in several research programs
in collaboration will Aegean University,
European University Institute, National
and Kapodistrian Univeristy of Athens, etc.
She worked also as director of many cultural
festivals in Greece and abroad.
Her research results have been
presented in numerous conferences
in several European Countries.

Title of Research Project

The psaltic art in Albania from the
beginning of the 20th century until
nowadays.

Summary of Research Project
Six centuries after the fall of the
Byzantine Empire, the vestiges of
traditional byzantine music in Albania
can be found today in a very small
collection of musical manuscripts of



b
«

’rs and publication:

Pap

the National Archive of the country. These
manuscripts testify the existence of the psaltic
art in the Albania today from the early christian
area. The multidimensional historical events
have considerably influenced, among others,
the development of byzantine music.

The psaltic tradition during the 20th century
has been developed by following its own
independent course.

The PhD research aims to present the
historical development of the byzantine music
in Albania during the 20th and 21st century,
having as a reference the biggest historical
events of the country such as: the

independence of Albania in 1912, the
foundation of the Albanian Autocephalous
Orthodox Church, the prohibition of the
religion for more than 20 years during the
period of the dictator Hoxha and the
democracy system from 1990 till date. These
events have played a determinant role in the
development of the byzantine music and in
the creation of the Albanian Orthodox Church
music tradition.

Besides the historic part, this research
project will bring into light unknown musical
scores and many unknown until today

composers’ and chanters’ names and work.
19


http://crossroads.mus.auth.gr/wp-content/uploads/2011/04/
http://Meri-Kumbe.The-historical-development-of-byzantine-music-in-Alb%E2%80%A6.pdf
http://www.mmb.org.gr/files/2012/2012.11.02Program-Bio-Abstracts.pdf
http://www.isocm.com/publications/publications/13samples/Contents.pdf

Sergios Menelaou was born in Cyprus
in 1989. He holds a first degree (B.A.)
in History and Archaeology from the
University of Cyprus, Department of History
and Archaeology (2008-2012) and an MSc
degree in Archaeological Materials from
the University of Sheffield, Department
of Archaeology (2013), both of which
ﬁf? i has completed with Distinction.
He is currently continuing at the University
of Sheffield as a PhD candidate. During
his Postgraduate studies (MSc) he has been
the recipient of 'The Scholarship in Memory
of Dinos Leventis' grant given by the Greek
Archaeological Committee (UK) in settlement
of his MSc tuition fees (2012-2013),
as well as the 'State Scholarships
Foundation' grant for postgraduate
studies (2012-2013).
After completion of the MSc he has
been awarded a Petrography
Internship by the Institute for Aegean
Prehistory, Study Center for East
Crete (April-May 2014).
He has participated in various
archaeological projects in Cyprus
(Palaepaphos-Hadjiabdoulla,
Palaepaphos-Laona, House of
Orpheus-Nea Paphos) and Greece
(Heraion-Samos, Kalapodi/Abbai-
Atalante), conducted by the
University of Cyprus and the German
Archaeological Institute of Athens.
He has been an active member
of the excavation project at Heraion
since 2009 and a field assistant since
2011, and his research focuses on
the Early Bronze Age Aegean culture




and society as evidenced through
the archaeological record.

Title of Research Project
Pottery production, consumption,

and distribution at Heraion on Samos,
Greece during the Early Bronze Age
(ca. 3200/3000-2000 BC).

Summary of Research Project
Menelaou's research project investigates

the technological processes and
socio-cultural developments that took place
during the Aegean Early Bronze Age at the
island settlement of Heraion on Samos, from
the perspective of an integrated ceramic
analysis. The Heraion constitutes the largest
proto-urban settlement in the eastern Aegean
and, despite its strategic geographical
position between the central Aegean and
Asia Minor, it has been generally neglected
within scholarship. Recent excavations
(2009-2013) at this important site provided
the opportunity to study unpublished pottery
from domestic contexts of the 3rd millennium
BC, with the aim to track changes in the
ceramic production system over time,

to examine the provenance of possible
imports and the inter-site circulation of the
pottery, and in extension to illuminate aspects
of the social and economic organisation

of the settlement. A series of different
techniques will be employed, including the
contextual, typological, petrographic and
chemical analysis.
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Mihail Mitrea was born in Sibiu (Romania)

in 1985. He is a PhD candidate in the
Department of Medieval Studies at the
Central European University (CEU),
Budapest, working on late Byzantine
hagiography and theology under the
supervision of Professor Niels Gaul. Mihail
earned a BA in Classical Philology from the
Babes-Bolyai University, Cluj-Napoca, a BA
in Theology from the “1 Decembre 1918”
University, Alba lulia, Romania, and an MA
(with distinction) in Comparative History—
Interdisciplinary Medieval Studies from CEU
with a thesis on the little-known fourteenth-
century Constantinopolitan schoolmaster
Maximos Neamonites and his hitherto
unedited letter-collection. In the academic
year 2014/2015 he pursued his PhD research
project at the Aristotle University of
Thessaloniki under the supervision of
Professor Symeon Paschalidis. In the

fall of 2014 Mihail received a teaching
fellowship sponsored by the Center for
Eastern Mediterranean Studies at CEU
to teach intensive tutorial courses and
reading seminars on “Greek Palaeography
and Byzantine Manuscript Studies” at
Matenadaran Mesrop Mashtots Institute
for Ancient Manuscripts and Scientific
Research, Yerevan, Armenia and at lvane
Javakhishvili Thilisi State University,
Georgia. In April 2015 he was invited to
give a lecture on his current research at
the Department of Byzantine and Modern
Greek Studies and the Department of
History and Archaeology at the University of
Cyprus. For the upcoming academic year,
2015/2016, Mihail has been awarded a CEU




Research Grant for conducting research at
the Johannes Gutenberg University of Mainz
under the supervision of Professor Johannes
Pahlitzsch.

Title of Research Project
Hesychasm and Hagiography in Late
Byzantium: The Hagiographical Oeuvre
of Patriarch Philotheos Kokkinos

(ca. 1300-1377/8).

Summary of Research Project
Mihail’'s research project concerns late
Byzantine hagiography. It will offer the first
systematic historical contextualization and
literary analysis of the contemporary saints’
lives written by the Constantinopolitan
Patriarch Philotheos Kokkinos (ca. 1300—
1377/8). Moreover, it attempts to investigate
the role of hagiographical discourse in
fourteenth-century Byzantine politics and
theology. During the twelve-month
postgraduate research scholarship

in Greece, he analyzed the manuscript
tradition of Kokkinos’ hitherto unedited
discourse (logos) on All Saints (BHG 16179)
for which he also prepared a draft critical
edition. Moreover, he examined the image
of the emperor (especially John VI
Kantakouzenos) in Kokkinos’ vitae.
Furthermore, he investigated, contextualized
and analyzed the Christian—Muslim

and Byzantine—Latin religious and

cultural encounters in the saints’ lives
written by Philotheos Kokkinos. Finally,

he analyzed Gregory Palamas’ encomiastic
Logos on St. Peter of Athos (BHG 1506)—a
metaphrasis of an earlier vita (BHG 1505)—
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based on which he will publish an article with
the Byzantine and Modern Greek Studies
(BMGS) journal.
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Nikoloz Shamugia is a PhD candidate
at the Scuola Normale Superiore di Pisa
(Italy). He was born in Thbilisi (Georgia)
in 1984, where he studied Classics
at the lvane Javakhishvili State University.
He has been winner of the Presidential
Grant for Young Scientists offered
by the Shota Rustaveli National Science
Foundation. After graduating from
the university with a master’s diploma,
he worked as a research assistant
at the Institute of Classical, Byzantine
and Modern Greek Studies in Tbilisi.
He also worked as a teacher of ancient
Greek and Latin at the Language Centre
f the lvane Javakhishvili State University
of Tbilisi, as well as a teacher
of Ancient Greek at the
Gymnasium St. llia the Righteous
of Thilisi. Nikoloz Shamugia
successfully combines scientific
and translation activities.
He has prepared a Georgian
commented translation
of the Theogony by Hesiod,
which was published in 2013.
He has also translated into
Georgian a variety of texts from
Classical and modern Greek,
Italian and English literature.
His Italian translations of Galaktion
Tabidze’s three poems have been
published in the Italian journal of comparative
poetry “Semicerchio: Rivista di poesia
comparata” (# 50, 2014).




Title of Research Project
Centaurs in Early Greek Literature and Art
(from 900 B.C. to 480 B.C.).

Summary of Research Project

The project studies the vast and wide-ranging
corpus of ancient Greek literary and artistic
oeuvres preserving to us the Centaur myth.
Its focus is on three important sides of the
Centaur’s mythology:

» The battle of the Centaurs and the Lapiths
without the involvement of the hero Caeneus
(evidence: various literary passages

and ca. 30 representations on vases,

reliefs, terracotta statuettes, and gems);

*» The myth of Chiron (evidence: various
literary oeuvres, especially Pindaric Odes,
and ca. 36 artefacts);

» The myth of Pholus (evidence: a number
of literary passages and ca. 24 artefacts).

The research goals of the project are to:

» Subdivide the surviving literary and artistic
material about the three topics in thematic
groups and subgroups according to their
subject matter;

» Examine the oeuvres of each group

and subgroup chronologically;

» Define preferences and variations

in schemes, composition, and subject;

* Define developments and innovations

the three topics underwent in early Greek art
and literature.
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Murat Eser was born in Istanbul (Turkey)

in 1989. He holds a first degree (B.A.)

in History from the University of Istanbul,
Faculty of Letters, Department of History
(2007-2012). He is currently a postgraduate
student at the Istanbul University, Institute

of Social Sciences (History of Turkish
Republic) and he is working on his thesis
under the supervision of the Associate

Prof. Fatih Mehmet Sancaktar from istanbul
University and Lector Spyridon Ploumidis
from Athens University. During the periods
2007-2011 and 2013-2014, he was awarded
scholarship from the Turkish Government.
The period 2013 — 2014
continued his studies at the
University of Athens, Faculty

of History and Archaeology

as an Erasmus student.

In 2014 he received a scholarship
within the framework of the
project “Plato Academy-
Development of knowledge

and innovative ideas”. He has
also attended (02/06/2014 —
10/07/2014) the THYESPA
Program (Summer School for
Greek Language) of the
University of Athens.

He worked for Istanbul University
as a researcher on Greek
newspaper in Greece.

He has also translated a number
of Greek newspapers into Turkish
mostly in the period of Balkan
Wars. He did also research
during his MA studies in Istanbul
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and Foreign Policy of Turkey on Balkans
under the supervisor of Prof. Dr Ali Arslan
and Asso. Prof. Fatih Mehmet Sancaktar.

He has also participated in the 1st Congress
of Balkan History and Immigration in Balkans
(5-7 December 2012) and in the
“Assessment at Different Levels of “the
Other” and “Us" Perception in Turco-Greek
Relationship“ organized by University of
Istanbul (01 February 2013). He is fluent

on Turkish (mother tongue) and has very
good knowledge of Ottoman and English.
He also has very good knowledge of Modern
Greek Language. He has attended Greek
language courses of Athens University

for 2 years (level C1).

Title of Research Project
The Effect of Eleftherios K. Venizelos on
Turkey — Greece Relations (1909-1915).

Summary of Research Project
Eleftherios Venizelos and his policy is the
center of his thesis. More specifically, he
studies the difference of Greek foreign policy
after Eleftherios Venizelos. First goal of

his thesis is to describe Greek foreign policy
until 1909, Military Movement of Gudi and the
invitation of Eleftherios Venizelos by the
military league.

Secondly he attempts to compare Greek
foreign policy during the administration of
Eleftherios Venizelos with previous years;
his reforms and their results in Greece and
the effect of his reforms in the international
relationships of Greece.

He also attempts to explain economic
reforms and investment of Greek army.
When E.Venizelos became prime minister
of Greece first of all he tried to create

one country with goals and demands.
These years Greece had huge economic
problems and unstable internal policy.

The thesis aims to study how Venizelos
managed to deal with all these problems
and how much he succeeded.

Murat Esser’s thesis is entirely based

on Greek sources. It is believed that it is
one of the few or may be the unique MA
thessis in Turkish on Modern Greek History
and particularly the period of Eleftherios K.
Venizelos which is entirely based on Greek
sources.
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Zakia Agra is a postgraduate student,
studying International Political Economy in
the Department of International, Regional and
European Studies at Panteion University. Born
in 1988, she came from Palestine to Greece
in 2006 and completed her BSc in
International and European Studies (2012) in
Panteion University. Since April 2010, she is
a Research Associate at CEMMIS- Centre for
Mediterranean, Middle East and Islamic
Studies at the University of Peloponnese.
During the course of her studies, she has
volunteered as an interpreter and an
intercultural mediator to assist and facilitate
the vulnerable groups of migrants in Athens.

Title of Research Project
Greece’s Development Assistance fo the
Palestinian Authority: Aims, Goals, and Means.

Summary of Research Project

Her thesis deals with the linkage between
development assistance and foreign policy.
Greece has participated in an actively offered
development assistance to other countries
and particularly to Palestine. While foreign
aid can come in many forms, the
development assistance — as opposed to
humanitarian assistance- has more politicized
characteristics. In her work, she brings to the
surface the foreign policy factor and its
interrelation with the practice of development
assistance from one country to another. The
practice of Greece’s development assistance
shifted from a bilateral to a multilateral one -
according to the global trends in the end of
the 20th century- affecting its foreign policy.
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The project has been co-funded by the European Union (European Social Fund) and from national resources in the context
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