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Plato Academy – 

Paths t o Knowledge 

The underlying purpose of this project is to create links between the 
present day and the spirit and significance of the Academy of Plato as 
a place of research and learning, a place where not only philosophers, 
orators and politicians, but also ordinary members of the public, 
came together to learn, to debate, to reason and to explore new ideas. 
The intention is to make this a place for discussion of the problems 
of our own age, a place dedicated not only to knowledge and political 
thought, but also to the development of the personality and the 
encouragement of active citizenship. At the same time the project also 
seeks to highlight local history and its importance to the present day, 
while showcasing the archaeological site and laying out specially 
planned itineraries or ‘trails’ dedicated to the approach of knowledge 
and the cultivation of contemporary citizenship. The Athens of Plato 
and Aristotle, of the Academy and the Lyceum – this is a city which 
seeks to combine thought and action, theory and practice. 

The project is organized around two distinctive and complementary 

thematic areas: 
• Development of knowledge and innovative ideas 

• The Citizen and Society 
and is co-funded by the European Union (European Social Fund) 
and from national resources through the Operational Programme 
“Education and Lifelong Learning” (Greece, NSRF 2007 - 2013). 

The specific objectives of the project involve: 

• highlighting the history of Athens and forging links between 

that history and the life of the contemporary city; 
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• promoting the value of the humanities and emphasizing their 

importance in our national development; 

• demonstrating the power of the past in creating our future. 

The project will seek among others: 

• To familiarize schoolchildren and adults with the discipline 
of philosophy – as a means of developing their ability 

to think critically, of cultivating the personality and of playing 
an active part in social and cultural life; 

• To promote philosophy and philosophical debate as a means 
of clarifying significant issues facing the contemporary world; 

• To provide further education for graduates of our 
philosophical schools, and life-long learning for adult citizens, 
in the area of the humanities, with particular emphasis on 
ethics, political philosophy, the philosophy of art and science, 
the social sciences, law, history and language; 

• To assist foreign postgraduate students, doctoral candidates 
and post-doctoral researchers wishing to attend courses 

or conduct research at doctoral or post-doctoral level 
at Greek universities; 

• To assist in the development of joint actions, exchanges 
and collaborations between Greek and foreign educational 
institutions; 

• To exploit alternative methods of learning based on academic 
and educational programmes in the arts and involving 

the active participation of the students. 

The project is a joint initiative by a number of institutions namely 
the National and Kapodistrian University of Athens, the Onassis 
Cultural Centre of the Alexander S.Onassis Foundation, 
the Foundation of the Hellenic World and the Foundation for Youth 
and Lifelong Learning. 
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Programme of research grants 

and educational scholarships 

(2012 - 2015) 

This programme is intended to support foreign postgraduate 
students, Ph.D. candidates and post-doctoral researchers (Ph.D. 
holders) wishing to attend courses or conduct research at doctoral or 
post-doctoral level in Greece, particularly in the following disciplines: 
philology (classical – modern Greek), linguistics, history (ancient or 
modern), history of art, archaeology, philosophy, political science, 
social theory and sociology, international and European studies, 
visual arts, theatre, arts management, museum studies. It aims 
at promoting Greek language, history and culture abroad, thereby 
creating and encouraging ties of friendship and cooperation between 
members of the foreign academic community and their Greek 
counterparts. 
The programme is open to a) Persons of non Greek descent, 

b) Persons of Greek descent or nationality (second generation 
and on) who have obtained a degree outside of Greece and are 
permanently residing outside of Greece for more than fifteen years, 

c) Greeks – to be considered only in the event that there are 
insufficient candidates in categories ‘a’ and ‘b’ above to match 
the number of scholarships available, d) Non-Greek post-doctoral 
researchers. 

During the 3 years of the programme’s operation, 6 research grants 
and 30 educational scholarships will be awarded. 
The selection of scholarships or research grant recipients is based 
on the positive reviews of the Academic Advisors Committees 
of the Alexander S. Onassis Foundation and is validated by the 
Foundation's Board of Directors as well as the Onassis Alexander 
S. Onassis Foundation Cultural Centre Non –Profit Organization. 
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Jftgi mikahto* 

Eka Tchkoidzes scholarly 

interests include: Georgian 

hagiography as a source for 

Byzantine political and cultural 

history; Byzantine and Georgian 

Hagiography (comparative 

Study); Monasticism 

(emergence, development, 

todays tendencies); Scholars 

and Scholarship in the Medieval 

period (Byzantium-Georgia). 

Eka Tchkoidze was born in Tbilisi (Georgia) 

in 1976. She received her first degree 

in Georgian and Modern Greek Philology 

at I. Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University 

(1998), and her M.A. (2001) and Ph.D. 

(2006) in Byzantine History at the 

University of Ioannina (Greece). 

During her studies in Greece she was 

awarded fellowships from the University 

of Ioannina (1999-2001), the State 

Scholarships Foundation of Greece 

(2001-2005) and the Alexander S. Onassis 

Public Benefit Foundation 

(2005-2006). 

In 2007-2008 she was 

a postdoctoral researcher 

at Princeton University 

(Program in Hellenic Studies). 

In 2008-2013 Eka Tchkoidze 

worked as an Assistant 

Professor of History at the 

Faculty of Arts and Sciences 

at Ilia State University (Tbilisi). 

Since 2013 she holds a position 

of Associate Professor 

at the same University. 

In 2011 her monograph 

“A Georgian pilgrim in the 

Byzantine world of the 9th 

century: St. Hilarion the 

Georgian” was published in 

Athens (funded by the Alexander 

S. Onassis Foundation). 

In 2011 (March- July) she was 
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a visiting Researcher at the University 

of Granada (Spain), Center of Byzantine, 

Modern Greek and Cypriot Studies (within 

the framework of the Project “Coimbra 

Group-Eastern Neiboring Countries”). 

In 2012 she was awarded the Grant 

from the DAAD (Deutscher Akademischer 

Austauschdienst) for conducting her 

research at the Free University of Berlin. 

Title of Research Project 

Basil II (976-1025) through medieval 

Georgian sources 

Summary of Research Project 

Basil II (976-1025) the Bulgar-slayer 

is the most popular byzantine emperor 

in medieval Georgian sources. There is 

a broad reference to him in every kind 

of texts of this period: chronicles, saints’ 

Lives, manuscripts’ colophons, 

ecclesiastical documents. Their analysis 

contributes significantly to the study 

of new date about Basil. It helps us better 

understand his personality, as well as 

Byzantine Empire’s universality. 

Book: 

A Georgian Pilgrim in the 
Byzantine World of the 9th 
Century (the Life of Hilarion the 
Georgian. (the book was funded 
by the Onassis Public Benefit 
Foundation (see details 
http://www.batsioulas.gr) 

Articles: 

“Ideological parameters of both 
Georgian and Greek versions of 
the Life of John and Efthymios”-
Proceedings of the International 
Scientific Conference Byzantine 
Studies in Georgia 3, Tbilisi 2011, 
pp. 763-770. 

“The notion of ‘Chosen People’ 
in Georgian Hagiography”, 
Kadmos (Journal of Studies of 
Humanities), 2 (2010), pp. 5-24. 

“One Aspect of political 
relationships between Byzantium 
and Georgia in the 10th century 
(Bardas Phocas and David 
Couropalatis)”, Byzantiaka, 
Research Center of School of 

1 Philosophy of Aristotle University 
of Thessaloniki, in Greek 28 
(2009), pp. 217-238. 
“How Greek Loan Words became 
terms (contribution to the study 
of Ecclesiastical Terminology)”, 
Greek Language and Terminology 
(Papers of the 7th Conference), 
Kostas Valeontis (editor), Athens 
2009, pp. 363-371. 

«An Interpretation of Miracles 
, of the Georgian ‘Life George the 
Athonite’ (11th Century)», Studies 
in Christian Archeology, 2 (2009), 
Ilia State University- National 
Center of Manuscripts of Georgia, 
pp. 582-609. 
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UtVâ I. PjitWWti 
Dr Uroš T. Todorović is a theorist of 

Byzantine and Modern art, iconographer 

and artist, and his area of research includes 

Byzantine art, Modern art, Theology and 

Philosophy. He was born in Jagodina, 

Serbia, and grew up in Belgrade where 

he began his studies in sculpture. 

He migrated to Australia at the age of twenty 

and completed his studies there, expanding 

his interests significantly. Ηis doctoral 

research brought him to Greece in early 

2007. In 2012 he successfully 

defended his doctoral thesis 

entitled The Diachronic Character 

of Late Byzantine Painting: The 

Hermeneutics of Vision from 

Mistra to New York. His research 

was supported by scholarships 

from the University of Sydney 

(2006), Kostas and Eleni Ourani 

Foundation (2007) and Alexander 

S. Onassis Foundation (2008). 

At Athens University he recently 

began his second doctoral 

research concerning the theology 

of the Pre-iconoclastic period and 

its relationship to certain aspects 

of Byzantine art. He is fluent in 

English, Greek and Serbian, 

and his professional experience 

covers the fields of iconography, 

painting, sculpture, conservation 

of cultural heritage, translation 

and teaching. His academic 

qualifications include: Ph.D., 
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The Classical Origin of the 
Mosaic in the Apse of Hagia 
Sophia in Constantinople 
(University of Patra, 
19 June 2009) 

Forthcoming 
Transcendental Byzantine Body 

Byzantine Painting through 
Modern Eyes 

University of Sydney, Australia (2012), 

Bachelor of Theology, University of Athens, 

Greece (2012), Bachelor of Teaching, 

University of Sydney, Australia (2006), 

Certificate in Heritage Conservation, 

University of Sydney, Australia (2005), 

Master of Fine Art, University of New South 

Wales, Australia (2002), Bachelor of Visual 

Arts, University of Sydney, Australia (2000), 

Diploma in Design, Belgrade Design School, 

Serbia (1996). 

Title of Research Project 

- Mistra: A City Where Painting is Faith 

- Greek Modernism as a Revival of 

Byzantine Iconology: A Historical 

Overview: Tsarouchis and Engonopoulos 

Summary of Research Project 

His field or research includes Byzantine art, 

Modern art, Theology and Philosophy. The 

title of his doctoral thesis is The Diachronic 

Character of Late Byzantine Painting: The 

Hermeneutics of Vision from Mistra to New 

York. The thesis has considered how after 

a negative perception of Byzantine art in the 

West, initially occurring in the Renaissance 

period and later further enhanced in the 

18th and 19th century, a subsequent revival 

of the interest in Byzantine aesthetics greatly 

contributed to the rise of 20th century 

abstract painting. With visual demonstrations 

and formal hermeneutics, he mainly aimed to 

shed light on the significant and previously 

insufficiently examined parallels and 

analogies that exist between 20th century 

Modernist painting and Late Byzantine 

painting. In this context, the completed 

postdoctoral research has focused on two 

topics: Byzantine frescoes at Mistra and 

Byzantine influences in the painting of two 

Greek modernists, Yannis Tsarouchis and 

Nikos Engonopoulos. The research of his 

second doctorate, which was recently 

commenced, concerns the relationship 

between the theology of the Pre-iconoclastic 

period and certain aspects of Byzantine art. 



Jessica L aura L amont 

She has taught American 

Undergraduates on a wide range 

of topics, from Elementary Latin 

(Johns Hopkins University) to 

the Development of Athenian 

Democracy (CYA, Athens, 

Greece). She has excavated 

throughout Greece, including 

at the Athenian Agora, 

Korinth, and Pylos/Iklaina. 

Jessica Laura Lamont is a Ph.D. candidate 

in the Department of Classics at the Johns 

Hopkins University (Baltimore, MD, USA). 

Born in New York in 1986, she received 

her B.A. from the College of William & 

Mary, studying Classics and Anthropology 

(Archaeology) as a James Monroe Scholar 

(Summa cum Laude, Phi Beta Kappa). 

She has received three fellowships from 

the American School of Classical Studies 

at Athens (Ellen Lawler Fellowship, Michael 

Jameson Fellowship, Eugene Vanderpool 

Fellowship), the Classical Association 

of the Middle West and South (CAMWS 

Scholarship for Outstanding Achievement 

in Classical Studies), the Johns 

Hopkins University, and the 

College of William & Mary. 

Title of Research Project 

Attic Healing Cults during 

the Peloponnesian War 

Summary of Research Project 

Ηer research explores the 

intersection of Athenian politics 

and religion during the 

Peloponnesian War through 

the lens of Attic healing cults. 

Her thesis especially focuses 

on the foundation of the healing 

cult of Amphiaraos at Oropos, 

contextualizing it with respect 

to contemporary history, religion, 

and archaeology. 
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Enora L e Quéré · 

She has excavated throughout 

France, Greece and Turkey, 

including Thasos, Delos and 

Xanthos (Lycia). 

She is involved in the 

architectural study project 

of the Sanctuary of Apollo 

on Delos (Roman and Proto-

byzantine times) and works 

on the publication 

of Roman Ceramic material 

from Delos. 

Enora Le Quéré is a Ph.D. candidate 

in the Department of Classical Archaeology 

at the University of Paris 1, Panthéon-

Sorbonne. Born in France in 1986, 

she received her B.A. in Classics 

at the University of Bourgogne (Dijon), 

and her M.A. in Classical Archaeology 

at the University of Paris 1. At the same 

time, she obtained the “Agrégation” 

(teaching degree) in Classics in 2008, 

and was student at the École Normale 

Supérieure of Paris (2006-2010), 

from where she graduated in 

“Classics and Archaeology”. 

She has received a scholarship 

from the French Government, 

according to merit, to prepare 

for the “Agrégation” in Classics, 

a Ph.D. scholarship from the 

University of Paris 1 and a study 

grant at the French School 

of Athens for three years. 

From 2009 to 2012, she taught 

Greek History of Arts and Greek 

Archaeology at the University 

of Paris 1 for Undergraduates 

students. In 2012, she organized 

an International Conference in 

Bordeaux (France), on the topic: 

Powers, Islands and Sea: Forms, 

Terms and Conditions of 

Hegemony in the Ancient 

Cyclades (7th c. BC - 3rd c. AD). 
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Book: 
BONNIN, G. et LE QUÉRÉ, E. (éds.), 
Powers, Islands and Sea: Forms, 
Terms and Conditions of Hegemony 
in the Ancient Cyclades (7th c. BC -
3rd c. AD), (Acts of the Conference, 
Bordeaux, 14-15 June 2012), 
Ausonius, Bordeaux (forthcoming, 
December 2013). 

Book sections: 
«Chap. IX : Édifices et constructions 
d'époque impériale et protobyzantine 
dans le Sanctuaire d'Apollon», in 
ÉTIENNE, R. (dir.), Le Sanctuaire 
dApollon à Délos, Exploration 
Archéologique de Délos, ÉfA 
(forthcoming, 2013). 

«Chap. XV : Le Sanctuaire d'Apollon 
du Ier s. av. J.-C. à la fin de l'époque 
impériale», in ÉTIENNE, R. (dir.), 
Le Sanctuaire dApollon à Délos, 
Exploration Archéologique de Délos, 
ÉfA (forthcoming, 2013). 

Published acts: 
1 «The Agora at the Time of the Forum: 
The Example of the Cyclades in 
Roman Imperial Times», in 
ΓΙΑΝΝΙΚΟΥΡΗ, Α. (éd.), Η Αγορά στη 

Μεσόγειο από roue, Ομηρικούς έως 

τους Ρωμαϊκούς Χρόνους (Διεθνές 

Συνέδριο, Κως, 14-17 Απριλίου 

207 7)(2011), p. 327-342. 

«Grande Architecture, Petites 

Sociétés: les Monuments urbains 
de Théra (Cyclades) sous l’Empire 
romain», in JOURNOT, Fl. (dir.), 
La Monumentanté urbaine (Paris, 
INHA, 4 Novembre 2011) (2012). 
Available in PDF: http://hicsa.univ-
paris1 .fr/documents/pdf/Monde 
RomainMedieval/Art LeQuere.pdf. 

Forthcoming: 
«La drachme au temps du denier: 
le monnayage impérial de Mélos, 
entre domination romaine et identité 
civique», in BONNIN, G. et LE 
QUERE, E. (éds.), Pouvoirs, Iles et 
Mer (forthcoming, December 2013). 

BOUET, A. et LE QUERE, E., 
«Les thermes impériaux de Délos: 
l'infrastructure publique d'une ville 

δηλος?» (forthcoming, 2014). 

Title of Research Project 

The Cyclades under the Roman Empire 

(1st c. BC - 3rd c. AD): Aspects and Limits 

of an Economic and Social Renaissance 

Summary of Research Project 

Her Ph.D. research aims at interpreting 

the historical and economic role of the 

Cyclades within the Roman Empire, based 

on a combined analysis of archaeological 

and epigraphic material. 
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P a n g G u o q i n g 

Pang Guoqing was born in China in 1984. 

He received his bachelor degree and then 

master degree in History from Nankai 

University. In his master dissertation he has 

studied “The veneration of Theotokos during 

the Isaurian dynasty”, where he has 

developed his major research interest and 

decided to do a Ph.D. research for further 

study on “The emperor Leo III and his period 

(717-741)” in Greece. He had studied 

Modern Greek language in the 

College of Philosophy of the 

University of Athens before he starts 

his Ph.D. research. Since September 

2009, he has been doing his Ph.D. 

research in the Department of 

History and Archaeology of the 

University of Athens. He has got a 

four-year scholarship from the Greek 

State Scholarships Foundation (IKY) 

in October 2008. He is expected to 

get his Ph.D. degree in 2014. 

Title of Research Project 

Leo III, the first iconoclastic emperor 

(717-741) 

Papers . a n d 

Pang Guoqing, “Research on the 
veneration of Theotokos during the 
Isaurian Dynasty”, Nankai Journal 
(Supplement), 2011. 

Summary of Research Project 

His Ph.D. research concerns “The emperor 

Leo III and his period (717-741)”, and focuses 

on his contribution to the development of the 

System of Themata; the law code “Ecloga”; 

his iconoclastic policy and the imperial 

relations with its neighboring countries. 

j u b l i c a t i o n s 

14 



Ϋ\ 
,il 

1 / 

15 


